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CORONAVIRUS 


Emergency in Dallas 


Worst stock rout since 87 
frays nerves, guts 401(k)s 


Sports from high school 
to the pros call a timeout 


A scheduled game Thursday between the Stars and Florida Panthers was not played. 


March Madness 


talls victim to virus 


By EDDIE PELLS 
The Associated Press 
The world’s sports schedule 
cratered at warp speed Thursday, 
with one of the biggest events on 
the U.S. calendar, the fun-filled 
and colorful college basketball 
tournament known as March 
Madness, becoming the first me- 
ga event to be canceled because 
of fear of the spread of the coro- 
navirus. 
Leaders at all levels of sports, 
including the NCAA, NBA, 
NHL, Major League Baseball, 


Crisis upends U.S. life 


tennis and soccer, decided the 
risk of playing games with the 
threat of the virus hanging over 
them was too great despite the 
billions of dollars — to say noth- 
ing of the trophies, pride and 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences 
— hanging in the balance. 

In Dallas, a pro hockey game 
between the Stars and Florida 
Panthers scheduled for Thurs- 
day night at American Airlines 
Center did not take place as the 
NHL suspended its season. The 
league said it still planned to 


award the Stanley Cup to its 
champion, but no plans for re- 
suming the season were an- 
nounced. The Stars have 13 more 
games on their schedule. 

The Renegades, the city’s new 
XFL football team, are done for 
the season after the league said it 
will suspend operations until the 
2021 season. The FC Dallas soc- 
cer team was placed on hiatus as 
Major League Soccer said it will 
shut down for 30 days. 


See VIRUS Page 6A 


THE DALLAS ART FAIR 
and Nasher Prize cere- 


other D-FW events are 


Crews covered the ice at American Airlines Center after the National Hockey League season was put on hold because of the novel coronavirus outbreak. 
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The Dow’s 


very bad month 


5 new cases spur ban 
on large local gatherings 


One patient in county 
appears not to have 
traveled recently 


By NIC GARCIA 
and HAYAT NORIMINE 
Staff Writers 


As cases of coronavirus con- 
tinued to pop up in North Tex- 
as, Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson 
declared a state of emergency 
after Dallas County officials 
late Thursday night banned 
large public gatherings for at 
least the next week. 

Starting at ll a.m. on Friday 
and continuing until March 
20, public gatherings — 
whether inside or outdoors — 
of more than 500 people are 
prohibited anywhere in the 
county, County Judge Clay Jen- 
kins said Thursday night. 
Gatherings of more than 250 
people, he said, should be can- 
celed or rescheduled. 

There are some exceptions, 
such as schools, movie theaters 
and airports. 

The news came as the coun- 
ty reported five more cases of 
COVID-19. One of the patients 
had no recent travel history, 
making it a possible case of 
community spread. 

“I know Dallas County is up 
to the challenge,’ Jenkins said. 
“Use your brains, as were all 
very good at doing in this com- 
munity. ... I want everyone to 
soberly consider and take re- 
sponsibility for your life deci- 
sions.” 

Dr. Phil Huang, director of 
the Dallas County health de- 
partment, said the prohibition 
was meant to slow the spread 
of the virus, especially to help 
the health care system keep up. 

Among the new cases, two 
people were hospitalized; three 
were isolated at home. 
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mony are postponed and 


Mounting disruptions, 
uncertainty raise fears 
of a painful recession 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 
NEW YORK — Millions of Ameri- 
cans were settling into new and dis- 
rupted routines Thursday as the coro- 
navirus began to upend many facets of 
their lives. The escalating crisis sent 


| US. stocks to their worst losses since 
- the Black Monday crash of 1987, snap- 
` ping a nearly ll-year bull-market run. 
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The S&P 500 plummeted 9.5%, for 


way over the 20% threshold for a bear 
market, officially ending Wall Street’s 
unprecedented bull run. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average sank 2,352 
points, or 10%, its heaviest loss since its 
nearly 23% drop on Oct. 19, 1987. 

The rout came amid a cascade of 
cancellations and shutdowns across 
the globe — including President Don- 
ald Trump’s suspension of most travel 
to the U.S. from Europe — and rising 
worries that the White House and oth- 
er authorities around the world can’t or 
won't counter the economic damage 
from the outbreak time 


called off. 7A 


GAS PRICES ACROSS 
TEXAS are reaching lows 
not seen in more thana 
year. 3B 


KEVIN SHERRINGTON: 
Canceling events is the 
right thing to do, but it 
steals a chance for mem- 
ories. 1C 


FOR A SUMMARY of 
coronavirus coverage 
in today’s paper, see 


for the month 
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‘We really don’t know 
what we are dealing with’ 


By ALLIE MORRIS 
Austin Bureau 
allie. morris@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — A doctor’s order for co- 
ronavirus testing does not guarantee a 
patient in Texas will receive one. 

A lack of widespread testing means 
Texas may not have a true grasp of how 
many people have COVID-19 or how 
quickly the virus is spreading, physi- 
cians said. 

“Until we can test more, we really 


Catalyst Health Network, whose orga- 
nization has roughly 200 primary care 
locations across North Texas. “As the 
supply becomes available we need to 
have a better system.” 

While the state’s public health labs 
are ramping up their limited testing ca- 
pacity, only patients who meet strict 
criteria are accepted. In Washington, a 
top federal public health official ac- 
knowledged the lack of testing capacity 
as a “failing.” 


